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Q & A  W I T H  T H A

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  
F A V O R I T E  P R O J E C T ?

The University of Kentucky Mixed-Use Parking 

Facil ity was one of my favorite projects.  It  was 

rewarding to assemble such a strong team, 

including the developer and the general    

contractor to augment our architectural  

partner,  Sherman Carter Barnhart .  This proj-

ect is  a great example of a successful  

Public-Private Partnership endeavor,  one that 

was f inancial  feasible.   Like many of my  

favorite projects,  it  was an absolute pleasure  

to work with industry f riends for such an  

outstanding project . 

The international project experience  

 of  BlueOne Waterpark Mixed-Use Parking  

Garage f rom start to f inish,  with a great  

dedicated team, was a true success.    

The architecture was well  done and enjoyable 

for the project team as well  as the many  

visitors   of the waterpark.   This project stands 

out as one of my f irst completed projects.   

The Cira Center Garage has made a lasting   

impression as many candidates,  during  

interviews,  often express their excitement 

that this project is  their preferred spot to 

relax and take in the skyline views of the  

Philadelphia city.   This project stands out as 

one of my personal favorites among  

garages due to its vibrant green roof feature.

The Miami Design District Museum Garage 

exemplif ies the unwavering dedication of 

the ownership team in material izing the 

facade designer ’s visions,  turning them into 

a remarkable reality.  Today,  this mixed-use 

parking garage with its f ive beautiful ly  

decorated facades stands proudly as one of 

the most distinctive and noteworthy  

structures of its kind.

Check out some of THA team member’s favorite projects and the stories behind why:

Q & A  W I T H  T H A
Assisting the Bethlehem Parking Authority 

with the Bethlehem Walnut Street Garage 

Site Feasibil ity Study has been a fulf i l l ing 

experience.  Evaluating the optimal size for 

a new parking garage to meet current and 

future downtown parking demands was re-

warding. The technologically savvy Parking 

Authority drove my excitement to analyze 

the data and uti l ize my professional ski l ls  to 

right-size the garage.

“
“
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S E P T A  W A W A  S T A T I O N 
P A R K I N G  G A R A G E
Media, PA

F E A T U R E D  P R O J E C T



T H A  C O N S U L T I N G ,  I N C .5

SEPTA WAWA STATION 
PARKING GARAGE  
Media, PA

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY 
Septa Wawa Station Parking Garage

For the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA), THA 
Consulting Inc. (THA) provided parking planning, architectural, and structural 
design services for the Wawa Station Parking Garage located in Media, PA. This 
recently constructed parking structure offers parking for 580 vehicles and serves 
the SEPTA Wawa Regional Rail Station, providing convenient access for commuters. 
It also facilitates transfers between the train service and two bus routes.

 The parking garage not only serves the local residents but also caters to the 
commercial destinations in the area. Adjacent to the station, just 2 minutes away, 
is the Wawa Corporate Headquarters. Additionally, the presence of nearby local 
hiking trails enhances the station’s appeal as a welcoming hub for various modes  
of transportation, catering to the needs of both commuters and visitors.

 The garage accommodates residential, visitor, and commercial vehicles, 
serving as a transit point for commuters traveling to the station. Its facade features 
an architectural form liner finish that not only enhances the garage’s aesthetics 
but also complements the overall design of the station and its surroundings. 
Furthermore, the parking garage spans over Chester Creek, providing a vehicular 
pathway from the highway to the SEPTA Wawa Station.

 

F E A T U R E D  P R O J E C T

6thelmer@tha-consulting.com
If you have any questions, reach out to Todd Helmer, CEO

THA was thrilled to attend the SEPTA Wawa Station Ribbon Cutting 
ceremony. This event represented a significant milestone for SEPTA and 
its important role in transportation. THA was excited to be involved in a 
project that brought positive benefits to the community and improved the 
overall commuting experience.
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P R O J E C T S

WAWA CORPORATE HQ
PARKING GARAGE
Media, PA
 

For the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation 
Authority (SEPTA), THA partnered with prime architect 
JacobsWyper Architects and design-build contractor 
SNC-Lavalin, to design a multi-level, mixed-use 
parking structure for the Wawa Headquarters 
campus. THA provided structural engineering, 
functional design, and architectural design and 
documentation for the entire structure. THA also 
designed an overbuild for an additional tier on top 
of the garage, to accommodate Wawa’s Innovation 
Design Center. This unique garage includes a 120 foot, 
long-span, precast superstructure design to support 
the anticipated live loads and dead loads for the 
parking garage. This was accomplished by combining 
architectural and standard finish precast spandrels, 
columns, wall panels and shear walls.

GEORGIA TECH DALNEY STREET
PARKING GARAGE
Atlanta, GA

 

THA provided parking consulting services for the 
600-space parking deck at Dalney Street, Georgia Institute 
of Technology (Georgia Tech). This parking deck includes 
features such as charging stations, dedicated bike parking, 
and designated parking spaces for golf carts. The precast 
garage incorporates numerous sustainability design 
features, as it serves the new Black Water Education 
building at Georgia Tech.

8

HINCHLIFFE STADIUM
PARKING GARAGE
Paterson, NJ 

THA worked with RPM Development Group to design 
and construct the 315-space garage that will serve the 
fans of the historic Hinchliffe Stadium and adjacent 
residential senior living apartments. THA served as 
engineer and architect of record while providing 
structural engineering, functional design and layout, 
along with architectural design and documentation 
for the entire structure. The garage design includes a 
structural precast superstructure with architecturally 
detailed spandrels, wall panels, and exterior shearwalls 
that pay tribute to the iconic details and features of 
Hinchliffe Stadium. A main stair and elevator tower 
along with a punch through stair will provide vertical 
circulation for the users of the garage.

PENN PRESBYTERIAN  
MEDICAL CENTER 
PARKING GARAGE
Philadelphia, PA
 

THA provided prime design services for the Penn 
Presbyterian Medical Center. As the Architect 
and Engineer of Record, THA was responsible for 
designing and overseeing the construction of a 
new parking structure. This structure was designed 
to accommodate 1,500 vehicles and featured nine 
levels of precast construction. In addition, the parking 
structure included two fully glazed stairs and elevator 
towers, providing convenient access to the various 
levels of the structure. As the prime design services 
provider, THA was instrumental in ensuring that the 
parking structure met the needs of the medical center 
and its visitors, providing a safe and efficient parking 
solution for all.
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I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P A R K I N G  &  M O B I L I T Y  I N S T I T U T E
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AWARD OF EXCELLENCE  
MIXED-USE PARKING &  
MOBILITY FACILITY DESIGN
International Parking & Mobility Institute

UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY  
CORNERSTONE MIXED-USE FACILITY
Lexington, KY

GREEN STREET  
MIXED-USE GARAGE
Newark, NJ

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE  
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN  
International Parking & Mobility Institute

FORT LEE GUNTZER STREET  
PARKING GARAGE
Fort Lee, NJ

AWARD OF MERIT 
MIXED-USE PARKING &  
MOBILITY FACILITY DESIGN  
International Parking & Mobility Institute

MIAMI DESIGN DISTRICT  
MUSEUM GARAGE 
Miami, FL

ARCHITECTURAL EXCELLENCE  
International Parking & Mobility Institute

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
International Parking & Mobility Institute

S P E A K I N G  E N G A G E M E N T S

A W A R D S P U B L I C A T I O N S

A GUIDE TO PARKING
Functional Design 
Todd Helmer, PE, SE & Michael App

HANDBOOK ON PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS
IN TRANSPORTATION, VOL II
Michael Martindill

SUSTAINABLE PARKING DESIGN & MANAGEMENT: 
A PRACTITIONER’S HANDBOOK
Parking Strategies for Smart Growth and Transit Oriented Development 
Jim Zullo, AICP, LEED AP, CAPP

PARKING & MOBILITY MAGAZINE ARTICLES 
PARKING SPOTLIGHT: GREEN STREET PARKING GARAGE
Todd Helmer, PE, SE

BEST PRACTICES & TRENDS: 
DESIGN OPPORTUNITIES FOR  
PARKING STRUCTURES, OLD & NEW! 

Parking facilities are often a gateway to any destination, therefore may positively 
contribute to enhance the experience to a downtown district, healthcare or higher 
education campus, entertainment venue, and other destinations. In addition, 
a quality design can have significant beneficial impact on the aesthetics and 
vibrancy of the area it serves. 

This presentation will highlight essential planning and design elements to enhance 
the aesthetic appeal, and user comforts of both old and newer parking structures.  
The design strategies outlined in the presentation offer opportunities for new 
structures as well as upgrades to existing structures to feel safer, more inviting, 
vibrant, and contribute to the overall user experience.  Design components 
include, façade enhancements, pedestrian connectivity, passive and active security 
upgrades, graphics, lighting, screening, placemaking, and enhanced signage.

J U N E  1 3 T H ,  2 0 2 3

T O D D  H E L M E R ,  P E ,  S E 
CEO

J I M  Z U L L O ,  A I C P ,  L E E P  A P ,  C A P P
President
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T H A  I S  M O V I N G ! S O C I A L  M E D I A

Y O U T U B E

CHECK OUT OUR

THA TIPS:

10

L I N K E D I N

S U B S C R I B E  T O 
O U R  E M A I L : 
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BROCHURE RESOURCES

Parking is often the first and last thing 
that people encounter at a destination. 
Whether at a university, a healthcare 
campus, a downtown community, a 
mixed-use or a transit-oriented devel-
opment, it is important that the parking 
experience be a positive one.

As part of the established maintenance 
program, parking structures should 
routinely have a restoration engineer 
perform a walkthrough and assess the 
current condition of the garage. Certain 
states and munipalities require regular 
inspections by a professional engineer 
to assure that necessary maintenance 
and repairs are addressed. THA’s parking 

Unique and colorful concrete elements, metal clad-
ding and screening, murals, signage, and digital 
screens are all attractive additions to parking facil-
ities and help to create a more inviting experience.

Every component of the parking structure provides a particular experience to 
patrons, and should be of the highest quality possible.  Hence, in addition to 
developing and implementing maintenance programs, we offer services relating 
to enhancing  portions of the existing structure including:

  · Entrances
  · Stair & Elevator Towers 
  · Architectural Features
  · Structural Capacity
  · Lobbies & Public Areas
  · Signage & Branding Features
  · ADA Upgrades

RESTORATION

  · Change of use; e.g. amenity roof
  · Parking & Payment Technologies
  · Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing     
.   & Fire Protection Systems
  · Photovoltaic Panels
  · EV Charging Stations

ASSET MANAGEMENT

EXTERIOR BRICK FACADE REPLACEMENT

PLAZA RESTORATION

FULL-DEPTH SLAB REPAIR

CONCRETE BEAM REPAIR

SUPPLEMENTARY
DRAIN INSTALLATION

specialists take great pride in helping our 
clients successfully maintain their assets.

THA’s parking restoration specialists ed-
ucate our clients and assist in the devel-
opment and implementation of proac-
tive maintenance programs and financial 
planning for maintenance, such as creat-
ing a reserve fund. Idealy this starts when 
a parking structure is initially placed in 
service. These programs are customized 
to each parking structure and designed 
to minimize long-term maintenance costs 
and maintain the expected service life of 
the structure.  And above all, provide a 
safe environment for parking patrons. 

THA Consulting, Inc. (THA) is aware of 
the importance of effective parking plan-
ning, management, and development for 
our clients, including universities, medical 
institutions, transit agencies, developers, 
and municipalities. THA regularly performs 
supply and demand analyses, functional 
design studies, financial feasibility studies, 
site analysis studies, shared parking analy-
ses, and due diligence reports.

 
 
 
 

We seek to provide our clients with these services to 
evaluate and support their parking systems, as well 
as provide recommendations for improvement.

PARKING STUDIES

In the changing world of parking and 
mobility, undertaking a parking study 
can help accurately identify parking 
needs. There are numerous types of 
studies meant to evaluate current 
parking situations and anticipate fu-
ture needs. Parking studies are critical 
to the planning, management, and 
development of parking programs 
across all sectors including municipal-
ities, real estate development, transit 
agencies, hospitals and medical cen-
ters, colleges and universities, etc.

 
 

We provide our clients with parking study 
services to help “right size” new facilities, 
improve operations, identify opportunities 
to share parking, and perform site feasibil-
ity studies to name a few.

Furthermore, through these studies we can 
offer suggestions for improved financial 
success such as modified rate structures 
and other possible financing options.

The information gathered during 
these studies is vital to support-
ing parking systems and ensuring 
that there is convenient access to 
a variety of destinations, as well as 
providing recommendations for im-
provement. Here at THA we regu-
larly provide parking studies for our 
clients, evaluate data to achieve a 
more efficient parking system, iden-
tify underutilized parking resources, 
improve financial success, and even 
modify rate structures. We tailor 
each of these projects to the spe-
cific needs and goals of our clients 
and make the recommendations to  
enhance their parking programs.

Mixed-use structures connect life, invigo-
rating activities, and make a positive impact 
on the community. It is the future. A stand-
alone parking structure is giving way to this 
trend. The integration of a mixed-use park-
ing structure is one of the most successful 
and effective uses of land for educational 
and healthcare campuses, entertainment 
venues, and urban communities.

THA Consulting, Inc. (THA)  planners, ar-
chitects, engineers understand the unique 
make-ups of mixed-use facilities in creating 
them as the destination place that posi-

Mixed-Use elements incorporate active “people 
places” - places where commuters, residents, and 
visitors meet and spend time. These places become 
vibrant corners and hubs of activity.

Parking is often the “front door” to a 
destination, as it is the first thing that 
people experience when they arrive. 
Therefore, it must serve not only as 
a pleasant and attractive place that 
people will want to enter, but it must 
also create a safe and inviting envi-
ronment. Each of these elements will 
help to ensure a positive experience 
for the user, encouraging them to re-
turn. The development of mixed-use 
parking structures is a creative design 
strategy which encourages a sense of 
community and excitement. 

Mixed-use elements incorporate ac-
tive people places - places where 
commuters, residents, and visitors 
meet and spend time.

MIXED-USE
tively impacts the local community and im-
proves the financial viability of the project.
Owners of parking structures that incor-
porate this concept with an office, retail, 
restaurant, residential, activity-based pro-
grams, fitness and wellness, entertainment 
venue, and even swimming pool have all 
seen the benefits to the life experience and 
witness the impact of fostering a greater 
sense of community.

Structured parking facilities for munici-
pal, state, and federal agencies require 
specialized expertise and attention to all 
aspects of parking planning and design. 
Parking projects for governmental agen-
cies will serve employees and visitors for 
decades into the future, and must aes-
thetically and functionally represent the 
character and permanence of the gov-
ernmental organization.  

At THA we embrace the standards and 
requirements associated with govern-
mental parking facilities and utilize the 

Parking structures are unique facilities, and must 
withstand extremely harsh conditions.

Passive security features included in our 

parking structure designs including max-

imized visibility and openness, increased 

lighting levels, glass backed stair/elevator 

towers, minimized placement of interior 

walls, controlling grade level access, and 

creating a safe and inviting appearance. 

We also work the project stakeholders to 

ensure that the desired active security sys-

tems and technologies are included in the 

project such as CCTV cameras, Intercoms, 

blue light systems, and access control sys-

tems. 

In addition to façade design, user comfort 

and security features, parking structures 

must provide efficient, cost effective 

GOVERNMENT
highest design and durability standards. 
In addition, many governmental garages 
provide parking for specific users who of-
ten require increased safety and security 
including court, public safety, and social 
service personnel to name a few.  Accord-
ingly, when planning and designing a gov-
ernmental facility, we employ applicable 
active and passive security design strategies 
included into every aspect of parking plan-
ning and design.  

infrastructure to maximize our clients’ invest-

ment. As parking facility experts, we know that 

parking structures are unique facilities, and 

must withstand extremely harsh conditions, 

including weather extremes, water infiltration, 

thermal expansion, and contraction and par-

ticularly in the Northeast, de-icing salts and 

snow removal strategies.  Our engineers are 

experts in concrete durability and the design of 

systems (such as precast concrete and cast-in-

place post-tensioned concrete) used in build-

ing parking structures. We understand these 

important issues and tailor our designs to in-

clude the most effective features to maintain 

the quality and stability of the parking facility 

for decades to come.

Today more development and facilities are focused 
around mass transit where there is access to work, 
housing, and entertainment venues. Many of Transit 
Oriented Development (TOD) locations offer vibrant 
activities, proximity to walkable amenities, and create 
attractive, and active communities where people can 
live, work, and play. While the successful development 
of TOD helps decrease traffic, the associated environ-
mental impacts, and the dependence motor vehicles, 
providing the “right” amount of safe, user friendly and 
convenient parking is vital to the appeal, success and 
economic feasibility of these projects.  In addition, con-
venient parking at or near transit is essential to pro-
vide mass transit access to those who do not live within 
walking distance of the stations.  

Planning for parking in transit areas must take into 
consideration a number of factors, including conve-
nience, connectivity, and security.

Planning for transit and TOD parking 
must take into consideration several 
factors, including the ability to share 
parking amongst different users, con-
venience, connectivity, and security. 
Parking must give patrons quick and 
easy access into and throughout the 
structure, connect easily to their des-
tinations, and be designed to create 
a secure environment. Incorporating 
mixed-use elements into the parking 
structure also serves to add ameni-
ties and enhance the vibrancy of the 
area. Features such as housing, retail, 
restaurant, or office space are often 
integrated with parking to create 

TRANSIT & TOD
THA Consulting, Inc (THA) has provided parking con-
sulting, planning and design services for dozens of 
transit and TOD projects. Our parking specialists, plan-
ners, architects, and engineers understand the import-
ant role parking plays to support TODs and transit sys-
tems.  We use this expertise and experience to develop 
parking solutions that include “right sizing” the amount 
of parking to be built to not financially burden a proj-
ect, and to design facilities that are attractive, conve-
nient, comfortable, and durable. We clearly recognize 
that the goal of TOD and mass transit is to reduce re-
liance on single occupancy vehicles. However, provid-
ing suitable parking accommodations for commuters, 
residents, and visitors of TOD is a critical challenge that 
THA embraces to successfully develop these valuable 
projects.

active and vibrant destinations. Plan-
ning for safe, attractive, and conve-
nient parking should be addressed 
early in the TOD development pro-
cess to improve cost efficiently, con-
venience, and the overall desirability 
and atmosphere of the TOD and tran-
sit project.

Hospital campuses are seeing a rapid in-
crease in parking demand to support their 
services. Successful parking structures in-
tegrate aesthetics, functionality, safety, and 
efficiency.  Each of these aspects is critically 
important for creating a “non-experience” 
for those that visit a hospital.  It all starts 
with functional design and creating a solu-
tion that is easy to use, easy to navigate, 
and intuitive to the visitor.  Drawing upon 
our decades of experience, we understand 
the importance of a high level of service for 
helping create the best user comfort pos-
sible.  Wayfinding, connections to medical 
campus buildings, and the overall pedes-

Healthcare institutions are recognizing the import-
ant role that parking plays in the successful develop-
ment of the institution and campus.

Planning for growth and expansion at 
hospitals and medical institutions has 
traditionally involved development 
only within the boundaries of their 
campus. Often, connection with the 
surrounding neighborhoods is limit-
ed and the institution fails to take ad-
vantage of opportunities to work with 
the community on efforts for revital-
ization and economic growth. This is 
a major element of sound planning 
and design.

Today institutions are realizing that 
their future success rests on the vi-
brancy and success of the areas 
around them. Not only is parking a 
required infrastructure for serving 
patients, visitors, and staff, but it can 
serve as an economic driver for hos-
pital and campus growth. Developing 
parking solutions that are embraced 
by the community is mission-critical 
to successful parking integration.
  

HEALTHCARE
trian experience are essential elements of 
successful parking design.  

THA has extensive experience in the plan-
ning and design of parking facilities for 
healthcare clients including hospitals, med-
ical centers and facilities, and pharmaceu-
tical companies.  Our planners, architects, 
and engineers have the knowledge and ex-
perience necessary to deliver parking solu-
tions that exceed expectations while being 
attractive and affordable.
 

As colleges and universities across the 
country continue to grow, it is important 
to identify and accommodate the parking 
demands of the growing number of stu-
dents, faculty, and staff.  THA understands 
the unique parking needs that exist on col-
lege and university campuses, including 
the importance of making sure parking is 
attractive, convenient and safe.

THA has provided parking planning and 
design for projects on large and small 
campuses, in both urban and suburban 
environments. Our planners, architects, 
and engineers have the knowledge and ex-

The integration of parking with housing, restau-
rants, retail, entertainment, and other destinations 
is an effective approach to create attractive “people 
places” on campus.

Today, more institutions are recogniz-
ing the importance of taking parking 
out of the secluded areas of campus, 
and incorporating it into areas with 
more activity. The integration of park-
ing into areas with housing, restau-
rants, retail, entertainment, and other 
destinations is an effective approach 
to create attractive “people places” 
on campus. 

Incorporating mixed-use features 
into parking structures is a creative 
design strategy to maximize available 
land, while bringing people together 
in an active, pedestrian-friendly envi-
ronment. Not only does this help to 
free space for additional buildings or 
green space, but mixed-use parking 
structures can also be designed as 
attractive complements to the sur-
rounding campus. 

EDUCATION
perience necessary to deliver parking and 
mixed-use structures that exceed expecta-
tions.

One of the most common oversights in 
campus planning is the successful integra-
tion of parking. Often, parking is left as an 
afterthought, not considered until long af-
ter the planning and construction of other 
campus buildings. This leaves few alterna-
tives for incorporating parking by placing 
it in areas that are more secluded, creating 
inconvenient, unattractive, and even unsafe 
options.

For more information on our services email us at info@tha-consulting.com

470 NORRISTOWN ROAD, SUITE 200
 BLUE BELL, PA 19422

IS

O U R  N E W  A D D R E S S :

MOVING!
As of July 2023, THA Consulting, Inc.  

will be relocating to a new off ice!

PARKING GARAGE CONDITION APPRAISAL PARKING GARAGE SPRING CLEANING
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T H A  T O G E T H E R

H A L L O W E E N

E L I J A H ’ S  P R O M I S E

M A R C H  O F  D I M E S

All was well and content in the THA offices until the ghouls and ghosts of 
construction’s past emerged to play. The Blue Bell, PA & New Brunswick, 
NJ offices startled and amazed everyone with their annual Halloween 
costume contest. There was a gentle beast, a shopping lady with a hidden 
secret, and several other costumes that brought smiles and laughter 
throughout the day. The other regional offices enthusiastically embraced 
the challenge and delivered fun and magic for this bewitching occasion, 
leaving no room for disappointment.

Early this year, THA sponsored nutritious meals for Elijah’s Promise. 
Thank you to our THA New Brunswick staff and friends at Elijah’s Promise 
for a successful day serving the local community! THA continues to 
support Elijah Promise as they work to support those less fortunate  
in the community.

March of Dimes (MOD) is a charitable organization dedicated to funding 
research and providing resources for families dealing with the challenges 
of premature birth. Their mission is to promote the well-being of 
both mothers and babies, ensuring they have access to the necessary 
support and care. THA, as a long-time supporter of MOD, recognizes 
the importance of their work and actively participates in their efforts to 
promote healthy moms and strong babies. 

T H A  S O C I A L  O U T I N G
NEED FOR SPEED!
THA hosted a social event with our Philadelphia and New 
Brunswick staff at Speed Raceway.  

Congrats to Daniel Klapper on winning THA’s first-place speed 
racer! Looking forward to many more races!

14

A H A  A N N U A L  
H E A R T  B A L L
The American Heart Association (AHA) Heart Ball event is a celebration of the 
ongoing advancements in research and science aimed at improving health. This 
year, the event placed special emphasis on the importance of learning CPR. THA 
actively supports and promotes awareness of initiatives that enhance the quality 
of life for individuals every day, particularly when it comes to heart health. By 
championing these causes, THA strives to make a positive impact on the well-
being of people and their cardiovascular health.

G O  R E D  
F O R  W O M E N
The Blue Bell, PA office joins together, exhibiting a touch of red in their 
wardrobe, to raise awareness for women’s heart health. Recognizing that 
heart disease is one of the leading causes of death for women, this action 
serves to promote life-saving measures. This movement harnesses the 
energy, passion, and power of women, uniting them in a collective effort 
to eradicate heart disease.
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